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U.S. Doctor Says Cubans 
Seek Birth Control Pills 


The Washington Pest 


WASHINGTON — With a “hid- 
eously high illegal abortion 
rate” and resulting deaths, 
Cuba wants to obtain U.S, birth 
contro! pills and contraceptive 
devices, an American doctor 
just back from a medical as- 
sembly in Havana reports, 

Dr, Alan Guttmacher, nation- 
al president of Planned Parent- 
hood, returned last week from 
Havana where he was one of 
three physicians who address- 
ed a meeting of the Cuban Med- 
ical Society. 

He spoke to the Woman's Na- 
tional Democratic Club Monday 
before going to the State De- 
partment to make an official re- 
port on his 3-day visit 

Giving a world view of the 
population explosion, Guttma- 
cher equated the threat of over- 
population with the nuclear 
Ihreat and stressed that the 
problem is assuming such pro- 
portions that governments may 
have to act_officiall 
families 


Dr. 

Guttmacher said. 
‘Theproblem is not one of over- 
population, since Cuba needs 
workers, he explained, It is rath- 


er a problem of spacing. Wom-| ly 
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en are bearing their children 
too close together, without an 
interval of two or three years 
between, he said, | 

Dr. Guttmacher said Cuba de- 
pends for its medical informa-! 
tion, equipment and drugs on’ 
Russia, which does not manu- 
facture either oral contracep- 
tives or the little plastic loops, | 
worn internally by women. The 
Soviets and satellites use legal- 
ized abortion to limit births. 

Abortion, usually performed 
before the fetus is more than 
12 weeks old, is working suc 
cessfully also in Japan, where 
about a million legalized abor- 
tions are performed every year, | 
but is “not likely to spread over 
much of the world," Dr. Gutt- 
macher said. 

He said sterilization is per- 
mitted by some nations “in des- 
peration" after a woman has 
borne three or four children, | 

Dr. Guttmacher found the Cu-; 
bans hungry for North Ameri- 
can medical contact, He said 
that medicine has stood still 
since the revolution, with Eng-| 
lish and American textbooks un- 
available and English language | 
magazines filtering in irregular 


